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Short book
4 chapters

48 verses

Among the 12 
minor prophets
Not described

as a prophet



It has been called an allegory, 
didactic story, fable, fairy tale, 

folktale, historical account, legend, 
midrash, myth, novella, parable, 

parody, prophetic tale, saga, satire, 
sermon, short story, and tragedy…



“Now the word of the Lord came to 
Jonah, saying, “Go at once to 

Ninevah, that great city, and cry 
out against it; for their wickedness 

has come up before me.” (1:1-2)



Jerusalem

(near modern day Mosul in Iraq) Ninevah

about 1,300km



… But Jonah set out 
to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. (1:3)



Jerusalem

NinevahTarshish?





Forty days more, 
and Ninevah shall be overturned!

‘arab’im yôm ʿôd, 
nînëwê nehpãket



overturned

overthrown transformed



repent & believe
immediately

left all & followed

euthus


