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View from Wi’am Peace Center
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Nauru Detention Centre



I have visited many refugee camps in the Middle 
East, but never have I seen anything like Moria, a 
place Pope Francis has likened to a 
concentration camp. I have also never 
understood the true meaning of Christmas — a 
story in which Jesus was born into a family that 
became refugees — until I visited the people 
who are now forced to call it home.

If we want to imagine the Nativity, we needn’t 
go farther than the tent of Alaa Adin from Syria, 
who left his home just days after he married. 
Now his wife is pregnant, and when I met them 
they were living in a tent outside of Moria, 
because there was no room for them inside.
If we want to see today’s flight to Egypt, we 
needn’t look far: Nearly every refugee I’ve ever 
met has a story about escaping in the middle of 
the night.

If we want a miracle, I’d suggest looking at 
Anwar, who despite crying while recounting the 
destruction of Mosul, still paused in the middle 
and offered me a clementine.
As we live through the largest migration in 
modern history, Christmas invites us to 
recognize our story in the millions who have 
been displaced by tyrants, war and poverty and 
to see their stories in ours.



What do you

for?
long



What gift
do you

need?



What areyou called
to share?



Santa and Jesus
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