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TENTH SUNDAY  

 
First Reading ‡ Hosea 6:3-6 

A reading from the prophet Hosea 

Let us set ourselves to know the Lord;  
that he will come is as certain as the dawn  
his judgement will rise like the light,  
he will come to us as showers come,  
like spring rains watering the earth.  

What am I to do with you, Ephraim?  
What am I to do with you, Judah?  
This love of yours is like a morning cloud,  
like the dew that quickly disappears.  

This is why I have torn them to pieces by the prophets,  
why I slaughtered them with the words from my mouth,  
since what I want is love, not sacrifice;  
knowledge of God, not holocausts.  

The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial ‡ Psalm 49:1.8.12-15 

To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
The God of gods, the Lord,  
has spoken and summoned the earth,  
from the rising of the sun to its setting.  
‘I find no fault with your sacrifices,  
your offerings are always before me.  

To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
 ‘Were I hungry, I would not tell you,  
for I own the world and all it holds.  
Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls,  
or drink the blood of goats?  

To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 
 ‘Pay your sacrifice of thanksgiving to God  
and render him your votive offerings.  
Call on me in the day of distress.  
I will free you and you shall honour me.’  
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To the upright I will show the saving power of God. 

Second Reading ‡ Romans 4:18-25 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
He drew strength from his faith while giving glory to God.  

Though it seemed Abraham’s hope could not be fulfilled, he hoped and he believed, and 
through doing so he did become the father of many nations exactly as he had been promised: 
Your descendants will be as many as the stars.  

Even the thought that his body was past fatherhood — he was about a hundred years old — 
and Sarah too old to become a mother, did not shake his belief. Since God had promised it, 
Abraham refused either to deny it or even to doubt it, but drew strength from faith and gave 
glory to God, convinced that God had power to do what he had promised. This is the faith that 
was ‘considered as justifying him’.  

Scripture however does not refer only to him but to us as well when it says that his faith was 
thus ‘considered’; our faith too will be ‘considered’ if we believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, Jesus who was put to death for our sins and raised to life to justify us.  

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation ‡ Luke 4:18 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor  
and freedom to prisoners.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Gospel ‡ Matthew 9:9-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
I did not come to call the just, but sinners.  

As Jesus was walking he saw a man named Matthew sitting by the customs house, and he said 
to him,  

‘Follow me.’  

And he got up and followed him.  

While he was at dinner in the house it happened that a number of tax collectors and sinners 
came to sit at the table with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to 
his disciples,  

‘Why does your master eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ 

When he heard this he replied,  

‘It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick. Go and learn the meaning of the 
words: What I want is mercy, not sacrifice. And indeed I did not come to call the virtuous, 
but sinners.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 




